Hopefully by now you will have noticed the new, improved face of Multiple Sclerosis. This was a direct response to our Editorial Board who felt that the previous cover looked dated and tired and that a fresher, more modern cover was needed. Inevitably, there was much discussion about colour scheme and layout and the feedback we have received would suggest that we have done well. The new format allows us to highlight specific articles and to have a new illustration each month from one of the articles within the issue. This has been associated with a subtle change in our title to Multiple Sclerosis Journal or MSJ.
Another major development has been the appointment of a Co-ordinating Editor. His name is Andrew Richford and he has extensive experience in publishing. He will be responsible for launching our topical review series and regular debates of controversial topics lead by Gavin Giovannoni and Michael Hutchinson respectively. You can expect to see both these new innovations by the latter part of the year.
The journal has also been in discussion with ECTRIMS, ACTRIMS and PACTRIMS over the last 12 months in order to identify ways in which we can work more closely together. These discussions are continuing but it is clear that there is considerable scope to develop our relationships even further.
We are also in the process of creating an online community built around MSJ; providing a vehicle for researchers to actively engage with MSJ content and with each other. The community website will provide a visible space for interaction and communication, bridging the gap across disciplines and across geographical divides. It will open up opportunities for members to create interest groups, post to forums and engage in debate, conversation and the sharing of resources in real time. We will be developing this site over the coming months with a view to launch in late 2011/early 2012.
As we pursue these developments, the journal continues to grow with increasing number of submissions, up a further 10% on last year. Given that we have a fixed number of pages, this has inevitably meant an increase in our rejection rate which is now 66% and includes a greater number of papers being triaged (43%). We give significant weight to the level of enthusiasm our peer reviewers have for the papers.
As we have said in the past, the fundamental aim of MSJ is to serve the MS community and to provide a comprehensive range of papers for our readership. We strive for continued improvement in the quality of the papers we publish which hopefully will translate into increased citations and in time, a rise in our Impact Factor. None of this would be possible without our Editorial Board which has been very actively involved in this re-launch of the journal in addition to reviewing and providing advice on papers sent to the journal. We are very well supported by our reviewers, who continue to provide timely and constructive reviews of the papers submitted to MSJ.
